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Irag isn't another Vietnam
- It's much worse

isguided from the start,

the war in Iraq is spi-
ralling out of control. Any legiti-
macy the occupying forces may ever
have possessed has been destroyed.
With even more damning images
likely to find their way into the
public realm in the near future, the
United States is facing an historic
defeat in Irag. It's a blow to
American power more damaging
than it suffered in Vietnam, and
far larger in its global implications
- says John Gray, Professor of
European Thought at the London
School of Economics in his new
book Al Qaeda and What it
Means to be Modern®.

The inescapable implication of
currently available evidence is
that the use of torture by US
forces was not an aberration, but
a practice sanctioned at the high-
est levels. Undoubtedly there
were serious breaches of disci-
pline, and the blank failure to un-
derstand that they had done any-
thing wrong displayed by some of
the abusers does not speak well
for the levels of training of sec-
tions of the US military.

Abuse on the scale suggested by
the Red Cross report cannot be ac-
counted for by any mere lapse in
discipline or the trailer-park men-
tality of some American recruits. It
was inherent in the American ap-
proach to the war. American mili-
tary intervention in lraq was based
on neo-conservative fantasies about
US forces being greeted as libera-

tors. In fact, as could be foreseen
at the time, it has embroiled these
forces in a brutal and hopeless war
against the Iraqi people. From be-
ing regarded as passive recipients
of American goodwill, they are now
viewed as virtually subhuman. If, as
seems clear, British forces are in-
nocent of anything resembling the

* ,The use of torture by US forces
was not an aberration, but a prac-
tice sanctioned at the highest lev-

els”.

* “Filling the hospitals and mortuar-
ies is not the best way to win hearts

and minds”.

* “From the start of the war on terror
the Bush administration has flouted
or circumvented international law.”

* “The US cannot afford an ongoing
war in lraq, but the price of a quick
exit will be high. Whereas Vietnam
had little economic significance,
Iraq is pivotal in the world econ-
omy”. =

systemic abuse that appears to
have been practised by the Ameri-
cans, one reason is that they do not
share these attitudes.

The resistance mounted by the
Iragi insurgents can be compared
to the anti-colonial liberation strug-
gles of the 1950s, but the closest
parallels with the intractable con-
flict now under way are found in
Chechnya, which remains a zone of
anarchy and terror despite the

ruthless deployment of Russian
firepower and the systematic use
of torture for more than a decade.
It was the prospect of an intracta-
ble guerrilla conflict that led many
soldiers in the Pentagon to express
deep reservations regarding the
war. When the civilian leadership
launched the invasion of Irag, US
forces were plunged into a
type of conflict for which
they are supremely ill
equipped.

In the wake of Vietnam and
Somalia, American military
doctrine has been based on
"force protection” and
"shock and awe". In practice,
these strategies mean killing
anyone who appears to pose
any threat to US forces and
overcoming the enemy
through the use of over-
whelming firepower. Effec-
tive in the early stages of
the war when the enemy was
Saddam and his regime, they
are deeply counter-
productive when, as in Iraq
today, the enemy comprises
much of the population. As Douglas
Hurd has observed, filling the hos-
pitals and mortuaries is not the
best way to win hearts and minds.
The effect has been to make the
conflict more savage. It is in cir-
cumstances such as these that tor-
ture becomes routine. In lraq over
the past year, as in Chechnya, and
before that in Algeria where the
French fought a similar dirty war,

(Continued on page 5)
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Battle (Not) Ready

n his book Battle Ready, an-

other recent memoirs highly
critical of the Iraq campaign, pub-
lished on May 24, President Bush's
former military commander in the
Middle East issued a scathing con-
demnation of American failures in
Iraq, called on Donald Rumsfeld,
the Defence Secretary, to resign
and accused the civilian Pentagon
leadership of dereliction and negli-
gence.

Anthony Zinni, a four-star Marine
general who retired as the head of
US Central Command in 2000, said
"everybody in the military knew"
that the Bush Administration's plan
for postwar Irag consisted of only
half the troops that were needed
and that the President’s Iraq
strategy was "headed over Niagara
Falls".

The unsparing disgust with which
General Zinni views the Administra-
tion’s "failure” in Iraq is all the
more damaging to Mr Bush because
it comes from the military official
in charge of Iragi operations be-
tween 1997 and 2000.

Critical of the Iraq operation since
before the invasion, he still enjoys
a close relationship with many Pen-
tagon senior officers. His verdict
suggests that among much of the
military top brass, despair with Mr
Rumsfeld and his deputy, Paul
Wolfowitz, runs deep. (t,m) =
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Wojska wyjda, ale...

becnie w Iraku Wielka Brytania ma okoto 7 tysigcy

zohierzy 1 premier Tony Blair zastanawia si¢ nad
wystaniem dodatkowego kontyngentu w sile 3 tysiecy zot-
nierzy. Oprocz tego, w Iraku znajduje si¢ okoto 40 tysigcy
,prywatnych ochroniarzy” (private security staff). To z
reguty byli zawodowi Zolnierze, czgsto z sit specjalnych.

Londynski Times, powotujac si¢ na zrédta w amerykan-
skim Departamencie Obrony, podaje, ze ,,do konca bieza-
cego roku liczba takich prywatnych ochroniarzy w Iraku
siggnie 125 tysiecy”.

30 czerwca br. ma nastapi¢ ,,przekazanie suwerennosci”
wybranym przez Amerykanow wtadzom irackim. Wojska
koalicyjne maja, wg obecnych planow, pozosta¢ w Iraku
jeszcze co najmniej 2 lata, a do tego zostana powaznie
wzmocnione sitami specjalnymi, nazywanymi
,»prywatnymi ochroniarzami”, ktérzy maja tam pozostac
jeszcze po wyjsciu wojsk mundurowych. (t,m) =

Czech radar threatens US military

he US has urged the Czech government to block the

sale of a mobile radar system to China amid concern
about its potential impact on the United States' $50 billion
fleet of stealth aircraft.

The system, known as Vera, is said to be capable of
tracking stealth bombers that are invisible to other radar.
Traditional radar locates aircraft by bouncing high-
frequency radio waves off them. The Czech system builds
up a picture by interpreting the disturbances aircraft cause
to airwaves.

"The atmosphere is saturated with different waves trans-
mitted for television, radio and telecommunications," said
a source connected with the research. "Until this radar,
the disturbance caused when an airplane passed through
them was too chaotic to disentangle."

The Czech invention has been a cause of friction between
America and its east European ally since its existence
was revealed more than a decade ago. Several countries,
including Saddam Hussein's Iraq, have tried to acquire it
while others — including Britain — are thought to be
working on their own versions.

ERA Pardubice, the radar's manufacturer, is fighting the
American attempt to stop the sale.

"The US is exaggerating the threat to give its industry time
to catch up", said a company spokesman. "l hope our
government will not cave in”. (stm) =
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What alien invasion?

t's now clear - writes Tim

Hames in The Times of May
31 - that Britain has not been
swamped by Eastern Europeans.
They want to work and learn Eng-
lish and are not prone to religious
fanaticism

So where are they then, the swath
of Slovenians? The hordes of Hun-
garians have not surfaced either. A
month after the enlargement of
the European Union — despite
prophecies of a plague of aspiring
carpenters, plumbers and benefit
claimants of biblical proportions —
and Britain looks much as it did in
April.

Is it possible that the whole saga
was a hoax, or, more unimaginable
yet, a media exaggeration? In
truth, the public has been totally
misled about this question.

The Government believes that be-
tween 12,000 and 13,000 immi-
grants from the new EU member
states will arrive at our shores
every year. The pressure group
Migrant Watch disagrees, predict-
ing that the figure will be closer to
40,000. The wildest (and vaguest)
number that I could find anywhere
in the press suggested that “ten
times” the official projection
“might” be showing up any moment
soon.

If the population of Britain is a
shade more than 60 million then,
assuming the Home Office is cor-
rect, this will be swollen by an ex-
tra 0.02 per cent more people;
should the Migrant Watch lobby be
on the button then it could be 0.07
per cent instead.

There are, nonetheless, three ar-
guments mobilised in horror at this
“invasion”.

The first is that these particular
visitors represent some sort of
“tipping point” after which we will
cease to be an Anglo-Saxon nation.

This strikes me as implausible.
They are people who want to work
and learn English quickly, who dress
like us and who are not prone to
strange religious fanaticism.

Britain - reminds the English jour-
nalist - absorbed 157,000 Poles
after 1945 without upsetting the
collective applecart.

The second assertion is that “they
will breed”. They probably will.
They have plainly mastered that
technique or else there would be no
one in the Czech Republic available
to seek employment in this country.
Birth rates have, however, been on
a steep decline in Eastern Europe
for the past few decades. That
trend would not only have to be
reversed but the newcomers would
have to behave like rabbits on Via-
gra for their activities to make any
noticeable difference to the popu-
lation arithmetic.

The final notion is that they might
be “a threat to our way of life”.
Some distinctly lurid accounts can
still be expected from the usual
suspects. The Daily Mail will assert
that crime has surged because a
lout who used to attack little old
ladies in Lithuania has relocated to
London, while the Daily Express will
insist that every hospital bed in
the land is blocked by Estonians
demanding that the NHS copes
with their various ailments. It will
not be long before, in the spirit of
The Sun’'s famous original headline,
we read that “Fredi Slav ate my
hamster”. The vast majority of this
sensationalism will either be gro-
tesque hyperbole or shameless fab-
rication.

The statistics, according to Tim
Hames, do not merit the contro-
versy. They are part of a vile ef-
fort to whip up fear and hatred,
with success in the European Par-
liament elections the short-term
prize. (tm) =
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Papal critique on lraq

he Pope sharply rebuked Presi-

dent George W. Bush on June 4
over his policy in Iraq as some 30,000
people took to the streets of Rome to
demonstrate against the presidential
visit. On Piazza Vittorio Emanuele, in
the south east of the city, demonstra-
tors chanted "Liberate Rome from
Bush" and waved American flags
daubed with swastikas.

With Mr Bush sitting stern-faced to
his right, the Pope said that the presi-
dent was making his 36-hour visit at a
time when there was "great concern"
over the instability of the Middle East.

The Pope condemned the abuse of
Iraqi prisoners as "deplorable" and
emphasised that the situation in Iraq
had to be "normalised as quickly as
possible".

The blunt message was the price Mr
Bush paid for being seen next to one
of the world's greatest moral authori-
ties - and a harsh critic of the Iraq war
- only months before the presidential
election.

He added: "It is the evident desire of
everyone that this situation now be
normalised as quickly as possible with
the active participation of the interna-
tional community and, in particular,
the United Nations . . . to ensure a
speedy return of Iraq's sovereignty in
conditions of security for all its peo-
ple”.

[Wyrazone przez Ojca Swietego po-
parcie dla ONZ nie bedzie zapewne
podobac sie wydawanemu w Londynie
Dziennikowi Polskiemu, ktory za od-
mowe poparcia amerykanskiego ataku
na Irak systematycznie opluwa te or-
ganizacje (“ONZ nie zdata egzaminu i
powinna zostac rozwiqzana ) zas sam
skrot interpretuje jako “Organizacja
Narodow Zatganych”, por. Monitor
32/2003, str. 6] =
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(Continued from page 2)
anyone could end up a victim of tor-
ture.

In subjecting randomly selected
Iragis to abuse, American forces are
following a well-trodden path, but the
type of torture that has been prac-
tised has some distinctive features.
Unlike the Russians or the French,
who inflicted extremes of physical
pain as well, US forces in Iraq appear
to be relying mainly on technigques
that focus on the application of in-
tense psychological pressure. In or-
der to soften up detainees they have
swept up from the streets, they have
used disorientation, sensory depriva-
tion and sexual humiliation. These are
all forms of abuse that would damage
any human being, but leading naked
Iragi males around on dog leads and
covering their heads with women's
underwear look like techniques de-
signed specifically in order to attack
the prisoners® identity and values.
The result is that an indelible image
of American depravity has been im-
printed on the entire Islamic world.

I't remains unclear how these tech-
nigues came to be used in Abu Ghraib
prison. What is evident is that from
the start of the war on terror the
Bush administration has flouted or
circumvented international law on the
treatment of detainees. It unilater-
ally declared members of terrorist
organisations to be illegal combatants
who are not entitled to the protec-
tion of the Geneva Convention. The
detainees held at Guantanamo Bay
fall into this category, and so appar-
ently did the Taliban and al-Qa"ida
suspects who were captured in Af-
ghanistan. Being beyond the reach of
international law, they were liable to
torture.

In Iraqg, the Bush administration
evaded international law by a differ-
ent route. They outsourced security
duties at Abu Ghraib and other
American detention facilities to pri-
vate contractors not covered by mili-
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tary law and not regulated by the Ge-
neva Convention. In effect, the Bush
administration deliberately created a
lawless environment in which abuse
could be practised with impunity. The
torture of
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able the US to withdraw from Saudi
Arabia, which had come to be seen as
complicit with terror and inherently
unstable. If it was to pull out from
Saudi Arabia, the US needed another

Iragis by US
personnel is an
application of
the Bush ad-
ministration’s
strategy in the
war on terror.

Tossing aside
international
law and the

Bush to Hitler XXl wieku.

Napadt na neutralny kraj, zniszczyt go doszczgtnie.

To niestychane, aby w epoce cywilizacji tak poste-
powac¢ z narodem irackim i afganskim.
~Ewa, 2004-06-05 16:17

(Opinia z portalu internetowego Onet.pl)

norms of civilised behaviour in this
way is self-defeating. Not so long
ago, the clash of civilisations was just
a crass and erroneous theory, but af-
ter the recent revelations it is be-
coming a self-fulfilling prophecy. In
toppling Saddam, the Americans de-
stroyed an essentially Western re-
gime, not unlike the Stalinist Soviet
Union in its militant secularism. In
doing so, they empowered radical Is-
lam as the single most important po-
litical force in the country.

The Bush administrations self-
defeating approach to terrorism is
symptomatic of a dangerous unreal-
ism running right through its thinking.
For Paul Wolfowitz, the Deputy De-
fense Secretary, and other neo-
conservatives such as Richard Perle,
former Pentagon Chief of dvisers,
the solution to terrorism was to
"modernise" the Middle East. For
them, that meant overthrowing many,
if not most, of the area’s regimes
and replacing them with secular lib-
eral democracies. They appear not to
have noticed that the region's secu-
lar regimes were authoritarian states
such as Syria and Irag. In the Middle
East today, as in Algeria in the past,
democracy means Islamist rule.

In part, the attack on lraq was sim-
ply another exercise in realpolitik -
and a resource war. A key part of the
rationale for the invasion was to en-

source of oil. Only Iraqg has it in suf-
ficient quantities - hence the drive
for regime change. In this Dr
Strangelove-like vision, once Saddam
had been removed and Irag remod-
elled as a Western-style democracy,
the oil would start flowing. The war
would be self-financing, and the world
economy would move smoothly into
the sunlit uplands.

Things have not turned out quite like
that. Oil prices have risen, not fallen,
and they could easily rise further.
Partly this is a result of the increas-
ingly desperate security situation in
Irag. The Americans did more than
overthrow Saddam's despotic regime;
they also destroyed the Iragi state,
with the result that the country is
now in a condition of semi-anarchy.

The US cannot afford an ongoing war
in lraq, but the price of a quick exit
will be high. Whereas Vietnam had
little economic significance, Iraq is
pivotal in the world economy. No
dominoes fell with the fall of Saigon,
but some pretty weighty ones could
be shaken as the American tanks
rumble out of Baghdad.

John Gray is Professor of European
Thought at the LSE. His book 'Al Qaeda
and What it Means to be Modern' is pub-
lished in paperback by Faber & Faber

(£7.99) (in,m) m
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CO POKAZUJE CASUS MILEWICZ?

maja br. zginat w Iraku wraz

z kolegq polski dziennikarz
telewizyjny Waldemar Milewicz.
Gazeta warszawska

Rowniez Stowarzyszenie Dziennika-
rzy Polskich oéwiadczyto, ze uwaza
opublikowanie przez Super Express
zdjeé martwego Waldemara Milewi-
cza za oburza-

Super Express na
pierwszej stronie
umieécita zblizone
zdjecie zabitego, co
wywotato zbiorowy
protest gwiazdorow
polskiego dzienni-
karstwa.

dziennikarza

Pod listem protesta-

A gdyby to bylo zdjecie nie-

a na przykfad 70 letniego Irakijczyka,
majgcego rodzine, zone, kilkanascie
syndw i corek, kilkadziesiecioro wnu-
czat, rozjechanego przypadkowo przez
niewinny amerykanski czotg, ktory to
czotg ni z tego ni z owego znalazt sie
kilkanascie tysiecy km od swoich ro-
dzinnych stron...
~ze, 2004-05-08 20:15

jace narusze-
nie zasad etyki
dziennikarskiej
i norm obycza-
jowych. We-
zwato kolegow
do zaprzesta-
nia "pogoni za
sensacjq’.

cyjnym podpisato sie kilkudziesieciu
dziennikarzy z roznych redakcji.
M.in. Wojciech Jagielski z Gazety
Wyborczej, Monika Olejnik z Radia
Zet, Jacek Zakowski z Polityki, Ja-
rostaw Gugata z TV4, Katarzyna Ko-

Banda hipokrytéw. Sami Zeruja na
nieszczeSciach a tutaj taki pokaz soli-
darnosci.

Niech sie wpisze kazdy kto uwaza, ze
dziennikarze to hieny i za pokazanie tez
na zdjeciu czy na ekranie sprzedadzg
wszystko. Najlepiej aby byto krwawo i
jeszcze lepiej by nie zyto przynajmniej
dziecko. Podte wieprze.

~Max, 2004-05-08 21:05

lenda-Zalewska z TVN 24 oraz Jo-
lanta Piefkowska i Lena Bretes z
TVP.

Waldemar Milewicz zginat w zwrot-
nym momencie swej kariery. Whnikli-
wi telewidzowie

telewizyjnego, ze ,,jak Amerykanie
nie schwytajq Osamy bin Ladena
(USA zaatakowaty wtedy Afgani-

Hipokryzja, Moralno$¢ Kalego

Co za hipokryzja. A zabitych Irakijczy-
kow to im wolno pokazywac, bo to nie
sg znane osobistosci. Moralnos¢ Kale-
go.

~Darcigtko, 2004-05-08 21:37

stan) to my we dwdjke z Maxem
polecimy do Afganistanu i ztapiemy
tego terroryste”.

Ostatnio mozna byto jednak zauwa-
zyé w korespondencjach Milewicza
coraz mniej takich buiczucznych

pamietaja_jego Oburzajace ???
korespondencje
z Jugostawii
zaatakowanej w
roku 1999
przez USA. Co
drugie stowo to
byto serbskie

»ludobojstwo”

Zewszad stysze gtosy dziennikarzy
réznej masci , ze ich praca polega
na pokazywaniu prawdy . Tylko jak
z szarej masy ofiar robi sie widowi-
sko to jest OK a jak dotyczy os6b
publicznych to zaczynaja sie dysku-
sje o etyce . | nagle dowiaduje sie,
ze media nie wykorzystujg cudzych
tragedii dla rozgtosu . Ciekawe..
~Leila, 2004-05-08 20:22

przechwatek. Pojawita
sie gtebsza refleksja i
préba docierania do
faktycznej istoty rze-
czy.

W pozornie niezalez-
nych, a faktycznie
kontrolowanych przez
obce interesy (80 pro-

na pokdj mituja-

cych mieszkancach Kosowa (pare lat
pézniej Sad Najwyzszy Kosowa z
udziatem sedziéw miedzynarodo-
wych uznat, ze zadnego serbskiego
Lludobdjstwa” w Kosowie nie byto).

"Uwazamy, ze wykorzystywanie
przez wszelkie media ludzkiej
tragedii w celach marketingo-

Hieny apeluja, aby ich trupow nie kasaé.
Im wolno. Wyjatkowa ohyda moralna.
msml1@op.pl, 2004-05-08 20:15

wych, promocyjnych czy politycz-

nych jest obrzydliwe i ponizajace,

niegodne naszego zawodu" - czyta-
my w liscie.

Tupet Milewicza nie odstepowat
jeszcze w roku 2001, kiedy to z
drugim takim polskim gwiazdorem
medialnym Maxem Kolonko z Nowe-

"Nic tak prasy nie ozywia jak trup"

Zdjecie kolegi dziennikarzy zamieszczone w gazecie to
straszna rzecz. A co ze zdjgciami innych zabitych, zmar-
tych to jest OK bo sg mniej znani, tzn. wam nieznani. W
koncu odczujcie "Dziennikarze" jak czujg si¢ inni, rodziny
tych zmartych, ktérych zdjecia zamieszczacie.

~Maciej, 2004-05-08 21:40

go Jorku przechwa-
lali sie publicznie na
oczach telewidzow z
okazji odbierania
nagrody za najlep-
szego dziennikarza

cent polskiej prasy
znajduje sie w obcych rekach, por.
,Kto rzadzi mediami w Polsce”, Mo-
nitor 30, str. 11) polskich $rodkach
masowego przekazu zaistniata prze-
dziwna sytuacja.

Istnieje stosunkowo niewielka grupa
dziennikarzy, ktérzy praktycznie
zmonopolizowali rynek i ktorzy
swych odbiorcéw (podobnie jak pol-
scy politycy swych wyborcéw) trak-
tuja pogardliwie i z gory, choé
obiektywnie rzecz biorgc nie majq
ku temu najmniejszych podstaw,
gdyz dziennikarze (i politycy) razq
brakiem czesto brakiem wyksztat-
cenia, wiedzy i dodwiadczenia, co w
sumie sktada sie obecnie na zenuja-
co niski poziom polskiego dzienni-

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
karstwa (i polityki).

Przyktadowo, dzienni-
karz telewizji publicz-
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30% wyborcow. On,
dziennikarz telewizji
publicznej, wie lepiej,
a jedna trzecia wy-
borcéw to

TEN KRNABRNY APEL)

obtudo.
~Jozek, 2004-05-08 20:11

JESLI POLSKIE I NIEZALEZNE
MEDIA (TE CO WYSTOSOWALY

pokazywaty drastyczne zdjecia obywa-
teli innych panstw (m.in. szejka Yassni-
na) to byto ok. - ale teraz jak sie role
odwrdcity to protest - obtudo, polska

potgtowki.

S.P. MILEWICZ "MUSIAL ZGINAC"...

Poniewaz juz jadac tam, mowit co bedzie pisat. A c6z to takiego
powiedziat? Ze bedzie pisat PRAWDE. Komu z tamtejszych mozno-
wladcow zalezato na PRAWDZIE? Tak amerykanskich jak i pol-
skich? Nikomu. A wiec skazali go na Smierc, a wyrok wykonano.

Wieczny odpoczynek racz mu da¢ Panie...
~Bolek, 2004-06-05 14:39

Obecnie z
okazji $mierci
Milewicza cen-
tralne polskie
media szeroko
rozwodzity sie

nej zastanawia sie z za-
proszonym goéciem do
studia co trzeba zrobié,

Jak Kuba Bogu tak...

Jakiez to brutalne zarabia-
nie pieniedzy? Co to za
chory list ?

A relacje z Iraku, Somalii,
Jugostawii itd. Wokot
Smier¢, nedza i rozpacz, a
reporterzy latajg z kamera-
mi wszedzie gdzie moga,
krecag i pstrykajg!!!

| nikt nie pisze, ze jakies
okrutne zdjecie sie ukazato,
tamta Smierc¢ jest bezimien-
na, to tylko dobre ujecie,
co?

Najchetniej to wiozyliby
kamere do lufy, zeby zoba-
czy¢ jak pocisk leci!

Ale jak ginie Pan dzienni-
karz to juz co innego. Nie
mozna pokazac, zaraz wiel-
kie oburzenie- jak to tak.

No i bardzo dobrze, to jest
bron obosieczna i wiasnie
zadziatata.

Super Express zrobit swojg
robote, jakis$ inny reporterek
zrobit super zdjecie no i
maszyna ruszyta do przo-
du.

Jak to méwia, jak Kuba
Bogu tak Bog Kubie...

~RoadRush, 2004-05-08
20:30

aby powstrzymaé Samo-
obrone. Nie wazne, ze
ugrupowanie to popiera

nad potepie-
niem tego zabojstwa
przez Miedzynarodowaq
Organizacje Dziennika-
rzy, ale zadne sie nawet
nie zajakneto, ze tak
samo organizacja ta
protestowata, gdy Ame-
rykanie zbombardowali i
zabili dziennikarzy w
rozgtoéni radiowej w
Jugostawii w 1999 r. i
radiostacji w Bagdadzie
w roku 2003.

W zadnej tez polskiej
gazecie nie ukazaty sie
autentyczne, nieocenzu-
rowane wypowiedzi czy-
telnikéw prasy, stucha-
czy radiowych i telewi-
dzow, ktérzy mogaq swo-
bodnie wypowiadaé swe
opinie o dziennikarzach
juz tylko na Internecie.

Cytowane gtosy pocho-

dzq z dyskusji na popu-
larnym portalu Onet.pl.
(p,m) =

Bush wyrzuca zbedny balast...

ybory coraz blizej, a do sukcesu w Iraku daleko. Trzeba zna-

lez¢ winnych. Wyprobowano juz wszystkie mozliwosci.
Oczywiscie zawinit wywiad. Szef CIA idzie w odstawke. Jego za-
stepca tez.

Przedtem propagandysci Busha twierdzili, ze to naukowcy iraccy dla
zdobycia srodkéw oszukiwali samego Saddama Husejna, ze maja
bron masowego razenia i wprowadzili tez w blad wywiad amerykan-
ski.

Przyszta tez kolej na najblizszego sprzymierzenca, irackiego emi-
granta Ahmeda Szalabiego. Brat od CIA cigzkie pieniadze, ale teraz
idzie pod topor katowski. ,,To on wprowadzit nas w btad” — wota
Bush. Pieniadze si¢ skonczyly, a Szalabiemu teraz grozi deportacja
(przedtem, kiedy byt potrzebny, nie grozita) do Jordanii, gdzie juz
zaoczne skazano go za milionowe naduzycia.

Komentatorzy podkreslaja, ze od samego poczatku miliony demon-
strantow na catym $wiecie, miaty pelng §wiadomos¢, co potwierdza-
ja publikowane obecnie liczne materiaty (zob. str. 10), ze Bush daw-
no podjat decyzjg o ataku, a potem szukat juz tylko wygodnego pre-
tekstu.

Wielu podkresla, ze nikt przy zdrowych zmystach nie moze twier-
dzié, ze wierzyl w zagrozenie broniag masowej zaglady ze strony
kraju trzeciego $wiata, jakim jest Irak. Jezeli twierdzi tak nadal, to
znaczy, ze albo ktamie w zywe oczy, albo jest beznadziejnie ghupi.
W jednym i drugim przypadku nie nadaje si¢ do piastowania nawet
najmarniejszego stanowiska publicznego. (m) =

W obcych rekach

W edtug sporej grupy politykoéw najwigkszym nieszcze-
$ciem polskich mediow jest fakt, ze prawie wszystkie
sa w obcych, przewaznie niemieckich rgkach, pyta dziennikarz
Angory.

»Zgadzam si¢. Dziwig sig, jak polski rzad, chyba premiera
Pawlaka, mogt dopusci¢ do tego, ze niemiecki koncern Passau-
er odkupit od francuskiego Hersanta kilkana$cie najwigkszych,
dawniej polskich, lokalnych gazet.

Jestem przekonany, ze za kilka lat te pisma zostana uzyte przez
Niemcow do przekonania Polakow, Ze ich roszczenia majatko-
we wzgledem nas sg stuszne. Dlatego gdy kto§ mnie pyta, co
sadz¢ o Niemcach, to powtarzam stowa kroéla Priama z Eneidy,
ktéry na widok konia trojanskiego powiedziat: ,,Cokolwiek to
jest, boje si¢ Grekow nawet dar noszacych”.

Prof. Bogdan Michalski, specjalista z zakresu prawa prasowe-
go, w rozmowie z todzkim tygodnikiem Angora (nr 22/2004)
Por. ,,Kto rzqdzi mediami w Polsce”, Monitor 30/2002, str. 11
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“Wszyscy zyjemy pod tym samym niebem, ale nie kazdy z nas

widzi ten sam horyzont” (Konrad Adenauer)

Senilna niemoc
Polonii brytyjskiej

Nikt nie wie ilu ich jest. Ani polski MSZ,
ani wtadze brytyjskie. Jedni twierdzag, ze
W ciggu maja, po zniesieniu ograniczeh w po-
dejmowaniu pracy, przybyto z Polski kilkana-
4cie, inni ze kilkadziesiqt tysiecy mfodych lu-
dzi.

Oblepiony nimi jest Polski O$rodek Spoteczno-
Kulturalny (POSK), zbudowany przez emigracje
wojenna, Niektdrzy zachowujq sie hatadliwie
wszczynajac burdy z puszkg piwa w reku. Inni
stoja oniemiali i gtodni bez grosza przy duszy
liczac na jaka$ pomoc, ktéra z nikad nie nad-
chodzi. Tylko czasem ten i 6w przechodzen
kupi ktéremus z nieszczesdnikéw jakies jedze-
nie.

Na stacji autobusowej Victoria, na ktorg przy-
bywajq autobusy z Polski, ttumy mtodziezy nie
wiedzacej co ze sobg zrobié. Wielu tam po
prostu koczuje dzien i noc. Inni znalezli jakie$
kartony i $pia po parkach, razem z londyhskimi
~Statymi” bezdomnymi. Korzy$¢ taka, ze nocq,
rozdajq tam cieptq strawe.

Zagubieni przybysze, czesto bez odpowiedniej
znajomosci jezyka, byli przekonani, ze w Anglii
wystarczy podpisaé formularz i juz dostaje sie
prace. Tak zapewniano ich w Polsce. W Anglii
natomiast zadna z polonijnych organizacji, ze
Zjednoczeniem Polskim na czele, nie czuta sie
zobowigzana do zorganizowania wczeéniej
choéby minimalnej pomocy. Podobnie zresztaq,
jak polskie wtadze konsularne, dla ktorych taki
obowigzek wynika z mocy prawa polskiego.

Ktoé zauwazyt z gorycza, ze dziatalno$¢ organi-
zacji polonijnych w Anglii ogranicza sie do or-
ganizowania zebran i dyskusji, z ktérych nic
nie wynika. Takie wtadnie zebranie zorganizo-
wano dopiero pod koniec maja.

Konsul generalny RP w Londynie dr Tomasz
Trafas poinformowat, ze pare dni wczesniej

We welcome letters and contributions from our readers
preferably by email to:
elamco@dsl.pipex.com

Listy i artykuly od naszych czytelnikow nadsytane najlepiej pocz-
tq elektroniczng email na ww. adres sq zawsze mile widziane.

~Skierowat pilne pismo w tej sprawie do wtadz MSZ-u w
Polsce. Pismo sugeruje zorganizowanie specjalnej kon-
ferencji prasowej dla polskich mediéw w celu wydania
komunikatu ostrzegawczego do wyjezdzajacych w ce-
lach zarobkowych do Wielkiej Brytanii, ale na razie nie
zareagowali”.

Dziatacze Zjednoczenia odkryli dopiero teraz, ze
~Polacy potrzebujq akcji informacyjnej, ktéra dotrze
do Polski zanim chetni do pracy wyjada zostawiajac
dotychczasowg prace i rodziny. Nie mozna tez skupiaé
sie wytgcznie na pomocy tym, ktdrzy tu sq chociaz im
pomoc i informacja réwniez jest niezbedna. Nie ma
mowy 0 zorganizowaniu pomocy w stylu ‘ochronki’, czy
wrecz ‘nianczenia’, tych, ktérym sie nie powiodto, na
niezaradnoé¢ nie ma rady” - uwaza Zjednoczenie.

Uradzono, ze konieczne jest ,wydanie ulotki informu-
jacej o sytuacji w Wielkiej Brytanii i jednoczesnie
ostrzegajacej o intensywnej dziatalnosci oszustéw”, na
co - jak uznano - potrzeba 2 tys. funtow, ktoérych na
razie nie ma.

Tu nawet nie zdzierzyt potulny zwykle Dziennik Polski:
»Z niepokojem mozna przyjaé komentarze czeéci obec-
nych na spotkaniu w POSK-u, ktérzy méwili, ze muszq
skonsultowaé sie z wtadzami organizacji, zwotaé kolej-
ne zebrania, zastanowié sie. Zastanawianie sie w nie-
skonczonoé¢ to polska specjalnoéé, a tu trzeba zaczaé

dziata¢ jak najszybciej....".

Ten komentarz Dziennika Polskiego mozna zmodyfiko-
waé w ten sposob, ze zamiast organizowania detych
zebran o ,poparciu przyjecia Polski do Unii Europej-
skiej” nalezato zaczaé konkretnie przygotowywaé sie na
ten historyczny moment juz wiele miesiecy temu, kiedy
byto doskonale wiadomo, ze z kraju dotknietym tragicz-
nym 20-procentowym bezrobociem przybedzie do An-
glii fala ludzi w poszukiwaniu upragnionej pracy. (m) =

Numer zamknigto 6 czerwca 2004
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Times (London) May 13, 2004
Repercussions of abuse in Iraq

FROM FIELD MARSHAL SIR JOHN STONIER

Sir, When the last coalition soldier
has left Iraq, I am sure that the world
will heave a sigh of relief. Not, I fear,
that he will leave with a pat on the
back for a job well done. Instead [ am
afraid he will be forced to leave by a
combination of Iraqi insurgency and
disillusioned world opinion.

My concern is for all those soldiers of
the involved nations who have genu-
inely tried to generate goodwill be-
tween themselves and the Iraqis, but
whose task, set by their political mas-
ters, will have proved to be impossi-
ble. Their reputation too will have
been sorely damaged by the misbe-
haviour of a few of their fellows
(letters, May 12, etc).

When the sand has settled and Iraq
has become whatever it will be —
not, I am sure, a neat and tidy democ-
racy — I hope that whoever is then
the President of the United States and
whoever is our Prime Minister will
remember that trying to change other
peoples' lives by force of arms is a
recipe for disaster.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN STANIER

(Chief of the General Staff,
1982-85),

The Old Farmhouse,

Hazeley Bottom,

Hartley Wintney,

Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LU.

k ok sk o3k

Times (London) May 14, 2004

Many varieties of the 52 diplomats
FROM SIR BRIAN BARDER

Sir, Fortunately, Lord Mitchell’s con-
cern that all British ambassadors are
“biscuits with a very similar shape
and taste” (letter, May 10; see also
letters, May 12) is misplaced.

It would be hard to exaggerate the
diversity of the 52 former senior dip-
lomats who signed the letter to the
Prime Minister about Middle East
policy last month, as 20 minutes’ re-

search in Who’s Who would confirm.
We differ from each other in almost
every possible way, including our
educational and career backgrounds,
places in the social pecking order and
personal political views.

Indeed, about the only thing that we
have in common is our conviction
that the Government’s current poli-
cies in Iraq and on the Palestine/Israel
issue are dangerously flawed and ur-
gently need to be revised.

As for the desirability of appointing
businessmen, scientists or politicians
as ambassadors instead of profes-
sional diplomats, as Lord Mitchell
recommends, very few people who
have experience of dealing with the
many United States ambassadors with
a business (and party fundraising)
background would agree that they are
generally more effective representa-
tives of their country than those who
have acquired their diplomatic skills,
knowledge and experience the hard
way.

Yours sincerely,

BRIAN BARDER,

(HM Diplomatic Service, 1965-94),
20 Victoria Mews, SW18 3PY.
brianlb@ntlworld.com

%k ok sk o3k

Sunday Times (London) May 16, 2004
Lesson of history ignored

When Hitler invaded the Soviet Un-
ion in 1942, the Russian and Ukrain-
ian population, who had suffered
much under Stalin, at first greeted the
advancing German troops as libera-
tors. Atrocities committed by the SS
soon changed that.

Had the Germans treated the local
population well, the outcome of the
war in that theatre of operations
might have been different. Recent
atrocities by coalition forces in Iraq
are not only wicked. They are utterly
stupid and demonstrate an inability to
learn the lessons of history.

Frank Tomlin

Billericay, Essex
sk sk sk ok

Times (London) June 3, 2004
Criticism of the war in Iraq

Sir, lain Duncan Smith says
(Comment, June 1) that he is “tired of
the critics who fail to offer any seri-
ous alternative” to the invasion of
Iraq.

The alternative was to confront ter-
rorism and al-Qaeda directly, rather
than destroy a regime which, no mat-
ter how vile, at least was a secular
state which kept an iron grip on Is-
lamic extremists and other potential
terrorists within its own borders.

Instead Mr Blair, supinely supported
by Conservative leaders, preferred to
ingratiate himself with an American
President strong on warlike bluster
but incapable of implementing the
only policy — real pressure on Israel
— which could have made his coun-
try popular in the Muslim world.

President Bush must now be wonder-
ing whether he should have heeded
the advice he got from France, Ger-
many and Russia with regard to Iraq.

Mr Duncan Smith and Michael How-
ard must secretly regret that they did
not warn Mr Blair where his disas-
trous policy was leading us. It has
hugely encouraged terrorism.

And if Saudi Arabia dissolves into
chaos, with incalculable effects on
the world economy, who will be to
blame?

Yours sincerely,

ROY HILL,

50 Brocks Drive, Guildford GU3 3NQ.
roy@rghill.freeserve.co.uk

****.

Pom6z w zdobyciu nowych subskry-
bentdw niezaleznego pisma jakim
jest Monitor. Przekaz ten numer
znajomym lub wyélij go emailem. W
Internecie odlegtoé¢ nie gra roli.
Zajrzyj do Monitora 6, w ktérym na
str. 8-9 podali$émy informacje o in-
stalacji polskich czcionek i spryt-
nych sposobach druku Monitora na
kilku kartkach papieru... m
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Blair lied even to his own Cabinet

Bush and Blair made secret pact for lrag war

I he May issue of the
American magazine

Vanity Fair includes details of
the extraordinary conversation
on the path to war with Iraq in.
It provides new corroboration
of the claims made last month
in a book by Bush's former
counter-terrorism chief, Richard
Clarke, that Bush was 'obsessed'
with Iraq as his principal target
after 9/11.

According to Sir Christopher
Meyer, the former British Am-
bassador to Washington, who
was at the dinner when Blair
became the first foreign leader
to visit America after 11 Sep-
tember, president George Bush
first asked Tony Blair to sup-
port the removal of Saddam
Hussein from power at a private
White House dinner nine days
after the terror attacks of 11
September, 2001. However,
Blair told Bush he should not
get distracted from the war on
terror's initial goal - dealing
with the Taliban and al-Qaeda
in Afghanistan.

Bush, claims Meyer, replied by
saying: “I agree with you,
Tony. We must deal with this
first. But when we have dealt
with Afghanistan, we must
come back to Iraq”. Regime
change was already US policy.

Under the circumstances, the
implications for Blair may be
very explosive. The discussion

implies that, even before the
bombing of Afghanistan, Blair
already knew that the US in-
tended to attack Saddam next,
although he continued to insist
in public that “no decisions had
been taken” until almost the
moment that the invasion began
in March 2003. His critics are
likely to seize on the report of
the two leaders' exchange and
demand to know when Blair
resolved to provide the backing
that Bush sought.

The Vanity Fair article will pro-
vide further ammunition in the
shape of extracts from the pri-
vate, contemporaneous diary
kept by the former International
Development Secretary, Clare
Short, throughout the months
leading up to the war. This re-
veals how, during the summer
of 2002, when Blair and his
closest advisers were mounting
an intense diplomatic campaign
to persuade Bush to agree to
seek United Nations support
over Iraq, and promising British
support for military action in
return, Blair apparently con-
cealed his actions from his
Cabinet.

For example, on 26 July Short
wrote that she had raised her
“simmering worry about Iraq”
in a meeting with Blair, asking
him for a debate on Iraq in the
next Cabinet meeting - the last
before the summer recess.
However, the diary went on,
Blair replied that this was un-

necessary because “it would get
hyped ... He said nothing [was]
decided, and wouldn't be over
summer”’.

In fact, that week Blair's foreign
policy adviser, Sir David Man-
ning, was in Washington, meet-
ing both Bush and his National
Security Adviser, Condoleezza
Rice, in order to press Blair's
terms for military support, and
Blair himself had written a per-
sonal memorandum to the
President in which he set them
out. Vanity Fair quotes a senior
American official from Vice-
President Dick Cheney's office
who says he read the transcript
of a telephone call between
Blair and Bush a few days later.

'"The way it read was that, come
what may, Saddam was going
to go; they said they were going
forward, they were going to
take out the regime, and they
were doing the right thing. Blair
did not need any convincing.
There was no, "Come on, Tony,
we've got to get you on board".
I remember reading it and then
thinking, "OK, now I know
what we're going to be doing

"

for the next year".

Before the call, this official
says, he had the impression that
the probability of invasion was
high, but still below 100 per
cent. Afterwards, he says, “it
was a done deal”. (ob,m) =
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A friendly advice from the West

If Poland is to make its voice
heard, it must not allow itself to
be used as a tool

n foreign policy, Poland is in danger of losing

its balance. Coming from such a starting point,
it could turn anyone's head to be treated by Wash-
ington as a special, privileged partner, a great power
at the top table. (After all, even British prime minis-
ters have their heads turned.)

And Poland did need to show France and Germany
that the Franco-German couple cannot simply dictate
the future shape of the EU. But if Poland, a poor
country that can barely form a government, remains
the only obstacle to a reasonable compromise on the
European constitutional treaty at next month's Brus-
sels summit, that will not be a good start to its EU
membership.

Poland also needs to demonstrate beyond any doubt
that it wants the whole of the EU to be the privileged
interlocutor of the US. It must not allow itself to be
used by Washington as a tool to "divide and rule" in
Europe.

This will also help it to be taken seriously by its
European partners. In relations between countries,
stereotypes die hard. The stereotypes of Poland are
still quite often negative or, at best, ironically sym-
pathetic (eg, heroic crazy cavalry charging
Wehrmacht tanks). Despite all the polite public
words, genuine respect for Poles as serious partners
in European policy is still in short supply in most of
western Europe, perhaps especially in Germany and
France.

And the Poles most west Europeans encounter are
still most likely to be building workers, cleaning la-
dies or nannies. They are ambassadors too, and most
of them very good ones: hard-working, courteous,
enterprising. But there is still some way to go before
western European policymakers take the Poles seri-
ously the way they do Italian, Spanish or French col-
leagues™...

Timothy Garton Ash in Warsaw
The Guardian (London)
May 13, 2004
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Strzal w dziesiatke

merykanscy zohierze bgda strzela¢ celniej niz dotychczas.

Umozliwi im to nowa bron tadowana ,,inteligentnymi kula-
mi" zdolnymi trafi¢ w dziesiatke nawet z bardzo duzej odleglo-
$ci. Nowy karabin XM25 przydatby si¢ Amerykanom, ktorzy z
trudem tlumia szyickie powstanie w Iraku. Gdy zohierz wybie-
rze cel, ten niewielki, wyposazony w ekran karabin wysyta pro-
mien lasera, ktory mierzy dystans do ostrzeliwanego obiektu, a
cyfrowe czujniki rejestruja pozycj¢ karabinu. Strzelec musi tylko
nakierowa¢ wirtualng siatke nitek na cel i nacisna¢ spust. Z lufy
XM25 nie wylatuja zwyczajne kule. Kazda z nich wyposazona
jest w elektroniczny chip zawierajacy instrukcje pobrane z kom-
putera stanowiacego czg$¢ karabinu. Dzigki niemu pocisk ,,wie",
gdzie powinien znajdowac sig cel i gdy - dzigki obliczeniom -
orientuje si¢, ze go osiagnat, detonuje tadunek wybuchowy znaj-
dujacy si¢ w mikroskopijnej glowicy. W wyniku wybuchu roz-
rzucane sa mate kawatki metalu, ktore - wedtug podputkownika
Matthew Clarke'a, szefa programu prac nad XM2S - ,,beda, z
duza doza prawdopodobienstwa, wyrzadzaty krzywde" kazde-
mu w promieniu trzech metrow.

TAJNA BRON Ten nowoczesny karabin o kryptonimie XM25 razi z wyjatko-
wa precyzja

DAVID H. FREEDMAN

NEWSWEEK 18.04.2004

Tyle wydawany w Polsce przez niemiecki koncern me-
dialny Axel Springer tygodnik Newsweek. Opisany kara-
bin spetnia parametry zakazanej przez prawo migdzynaro-
dowe broni uzywajacej tzw. kul dum-dum. Oto co na ten
temat podaje encyklopedia I Wojny Swiatowej:

Dum-Dum Bullet

The 'dum-dum' was a British military bullet devel-
oped for use in India - at the Dum-Dum Arsenal - on
the North West Frontier in the late 1890s.

The dum-dum comprised a jacketed .303 bullet with
the jacket nose open to expose its lead core. The
aim was to improve the bullet's effectiveness by in-
creasing its expansion upon impact.

The phrase 'dum-dum' was later taken to include any
soft-nosed or hollow pointed bullet. The Hague Con-
vention of 1899 outlawed the use of dum-dum bul-
lets during warfare.

During the First World War the Belgian government
faced German charges of having used dum-dum
bullets in battle. The Belgians strongly denied the
Kaiser's charges.

Konwencja haska z 1899 roku to jedno z podstawowych
zrddet wspotczesnego prawa migdzynarodowego. Naru-
szanie jej postanowien poprzez uzywanie kul typu dum-
dum stanowi zbrodnig¢ wojenna. (n,int,m) =
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60 lat Monte Cassino i D-Day

NIE CHCIAL BYC KOMANDARMEM

tarszy cztowiek malujacy

$ciane w londyhskim Polskim
Osrodku Spoteczno-Kulturalnym,
zbudowanym sitami polskiej emigra-
cji wojennej w latach 60-tych, na-
gle zszedt z drabiny i stangf na
baczno$é. Ustyszat jak dwoje prze-
chodzacych ludzi rozmawiato o ge-
nerale Andersie. ,Dla mnie” - po-
wiedziat stary wiarus, jeden ze 140
tysiecy, ktorych generat wyprowa-
dzit ze Zwigzku Sowieckiego - ,,m0j
dowddca generat Wiadystaw Anders
jest najwazniejszy, zaraz po Panu
Bogu. Nigdy nie dam powiedzieé na
niego zadnego ztego stowa”.

1 wrzeénia 1939 roku Wiadystaw
Anders, mianowany do stopnia ge-
nerata jeszcze przez marszatka Pit-
sudskiego, dowodzit grupg wojsk w
rejonie Lidzbarka. Po drugim ude-
rzeniu 17 wrzesnia, tym razem ze
wschodu, uznat, ze jedyng szanse
stanowi przebicie sie na potudnie
odpierajac jednoczesnie ataki
Niemcow z zachodu i Armii Czerwo-
nej ze wschodu.

Sity byty jednak nieréwne. Bedac
Juz blisko granicy wegierskiej zo-
stat ranny i z grupka przybocznych
oficerdéw dostat sie do niewoli ro-
syjskiej. Stalin doceniat jego talent
dowddczy i natychmiast zaoferowat
mu stanowisko ,.komandarma”
(komandira armii, dowédcy armii),
ale Anders wolat pdj$¢ do wiezienia.

Wielko$é generata i jego ogromna
popularnosé wérdd zomierzy budzity
niezbyt nawet skrywang niecheé
wsérdd polskiego establishmentu
zwigzanego z polskim rzgdem na
uchodzstwie, nie méwiac juz o me-
diach komunistycznych w Polsce.

Odméwiono mu stanowiska Naczel-
nego Wodza po $mierci generata
Sikorskiego. Nie podobato sie row-
niez, ze krytycznie ocenit decyzje
wywotania Powstania Warszawskie-
go, choé trafnie przewidziat, ze
bedzie to tragedia.

Mogt jednak zawsze liczyé na abso-
lutng lojalno$é swych szeregowych
Zomierzy i ich rodziny, ktére dzieki

uporowi generata wobec zadan Sta-
lina, mogty wyj$¢ z Rosji razem z
wojskiem.

Dzi$ nie ma juz komu go bronié. Jak
napisat w tygodniku Przekrdj po
wizycie w Londynie rektor Uniwer-
sytetu Opolskiego (obecnie rowniez
senator) profesor Stanistaw Nicie-
ja, .,po odejsciu wielkich postaci
emigracji wojennej w Londynie wy-
promowat sie trzeci garnitur”.

Kiedy wiec w ubiegtlym roku telewi-
zja polska nadata szkalujacq audy-
cje, w ktdrej niedwuznacznie suge-
rowano, ze generat Anders byt za-
mieszany w $mieré generata Sikor-
skiego, ani Stowarzyszenie Polskich
Kombatantéw, ani jakakolwiek inna
organizacja emigracji wojennej w
Wielkiej Brytanii, nie wystapity z
protestem przeciwko szarganiu pa-
mieci tego najwiekszego Polaka i
dowddcy od czaséw Jozefa Pitsud-
skiego.

LESZEK MASzNICZ
|
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